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WIFREDO LAM (1902-1982)
La Réunion [Groupe]
Signed and dated "WiLam / 42" (lower right) and signed and dated on back (lower right) Tempera on paper mounted on canvas
70% x 47 %in (180x 120 cm)
Painted In 1942.
Estimate: $3,000,000 - $4,000,000

New York — On Thursday, 11 November 2021, Christie’s is pleased to present La Réunion, 1942
by Wifredo Lamas a highlight of the 20t Century Evening Sale in New York (estimate: $3,000,000
— $4,000,000). A remarkable statement of cultural hybridity and diasporic identity, La Réunion is
among the most important artworks in Lam’s oeuvre, immediately prefiguring his greatest
achievement, The Jungle (1943). La Réunion will be on view at Christie’s Los Angeles 20 — 23
October and at Christie’s New York 30 October — 11 November ahead of the auction.

The Cuban-born Lam was the son of an Afro-Cuban mother and a Chinese father. His post-war
body of work draws upon his mixed-race ancestry in a multi-faceted visual aesthetic, often
incorporating African motifs alongside Western stylings. The unequivocal artistry born of this
transcultural dialogue has established him among the pioneering modernists of the 20t century.

Marysol Nieves, Christie’s Senior Specialist, Latin American Paintings, remarked, “La
Réunion is an exceptional example of Lam’s work from the early 1940s. A decade that witnessed
his full maturation as an artist. This monumental work masterfully encapsulates all thatis Lam—
his singular contribution to the history of modern art—the convergence of 20t century vanguard
practices with New World cosmologies. By eschewing conventional notions of purity and hierarchy
and embracing cultural hybridity and his diasporic roots, Lam redefined the parameters of
modernism.”

Painted in Havana in 1942, La Réunion was made at a pivotal moment in Lam’s life and career.
The artist had been in Europe since the mid-1920s developing his practice alongside some of the
most renowned artists and intellectuals of the 20t century, including Pablo Picasso, Henri
Matisse, Frida Kahlo, and André Breton. At the onset of WWII, Lam returned to Cuba in 1941,
and began incorporating distinctly Afro-Cuban influences together with modernist techniques
seen in his work throughout previous decades. From August 1941 through January 1943, the
artist executed a handful of his most significant works, including La Réunion and The Jungle, now
in the permanent collection of New York’s Museum of Modern Art.

La Réunion is a wonderful example of Lam’s work, featuring his signature horse-headed woman,
or femme cheval. First appearing in Lam’s work in 1940, the femme cheval was initially used to
illustrate the Surrealist poetry of his contemporary André Breton. Drawing from post-Cubist and
Surrealist sources, including Picasso’s Minotauromachy suite and Weeping Woman series of the
mid- to late 1930s, the femme cheval is an amalgamation of European modernism and Afro-
Cuban divinity. It simultaneously references the Surrealist penchant for subversion and hybridity
with Santeria practices in which devotees become transfigured into horses and mounted or
possessed by orishas, or supernatural spirits. In La Réunion, the liminal condition with which the
femme cheval is rendered successfully captures the equally transformative character of Lam’s



work throughout 1942. Bridging European modernity with cubanidad, this massive composition
stands among the most successful of Lam’s artworks created during this all critical period,
establishing conventions that would come to inform the future of his artistic production.
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Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leadingart and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online
auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, includingart
appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the
Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris
and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorizedto hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 artand luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent
years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), fora
single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for awork by aliving artist (Jeff

Koons’ Rabbit, 2019).

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buyingand sellingart, jewellery and watches outside of the auction
calendar, workingexclusively with Christie’s specialists ata client’s individual pace.

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered ata major
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of

payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the
business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming,
buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, includingachieving
sustainability through net zero carbon emissionsby 2030, and actively usingits platform in the art world to amplify under -
represented voices and support positive change.

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the
Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable
fees.

H##
Images available on request
FOLLOW CHRISTIE’S ON:

00600



https://www.dropbox.com/s/g7o9s2gdvr1n6gr/Wifredo%20Lam%2C%20La%20Reunion.jpg?dl=0
mailto:jstanley@christies.com
https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/locations/
https://www.christies.com/calendar/
https://www.christies.com/departments/Index.aspx
https://www.christies.com/privatesales/index?lid=1&sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/about-us/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.christies.com/features?sc_lang=en&lid=1
http://www.christies.com/
https://www.christies.com/features/Christies-precautionary-closures-10350-1.aspx?sc_lang=en
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/Christies/__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x5QEpbaBw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/twitter.com/ChristiesInc__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x4RfLNjew$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.instagram.com/christiesinc/__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x6GcYcQfA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/user/christiesauctions__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x7CFZhL5g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.pinterest.co.uk/christiesinc__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x4h1LFgLg$

